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A New York Times Bestseller A Today Show Book Club Selection This is the story of Clare, a

beautiful art student, and Henry, an adventuresome librarian. They met when Clare was six and

Henry was thirty-six, and married when Clare was twenty-three and Henry thirty-one. Impossible but

true: Henry is one of the first people diagnosed with Chrono-Displacement Disorder. Periodically his

genetic clock resets and he finds himself misplaced in time, disappearing spontaneously for

experiences alternately harrowing and amusing.  Available only in Wheeler Hardcover 7. --This text

refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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I'm quite obviously in the minority here, particularly among non-fans: I found the narrative jumping

around in time to be quite effective - the characters are often confused and surprised by non-linear

time; this device gives us a taste of that. Nor was I bothered by the use of profanity, descriptions of

sexuality, or the idea that an adult Henry maintains contact with Claire as a child.It's what happens

(or doesn't happen) in the space between that sets my teeth on edge. For example: we are forced to

endure paragraph (after paragraph after paragraph) describing a game of pool. Not the interactions

between characters during said pool game, no no. If you like to listen to golf on the radio, then you

might find who-made-what-shot-in-which-pocket to be entertaining. I started to rage because I was

wasting so much time reading this nonsense.I was also thoroughly annoyed at the 'name dropping'

style of writing that was sometimes rewarded with an explanation, but most often not. I can't

remember all of the characters names offhand, but they'll enter the story with something like, 'Fred



walked in and startled me.' Yeah, he startled me too. Who the hell is Fred? We find out several

pages later, 'Fred Flintstone was a childhood friend'. Thanks, coulda used that information ten

minutes ago.But this isn't limited to people. The characters ponder going to Ann Sather's for

something to eat. Neighbor? Relative? Last night's one-night-stand who happens to make great

waffles? Two pages later it's revealed that it's a Swedish restaurant. They talk of the CSO - only

later can the acronym be explained as the Chicago Symphony Orchestra. As a Chicago native I

recognized these references, but they grated on me nonetheless.Same with descriptions.
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